Castle Loch Bat Survey   21.09.08 7pm – 9pm

The bat survey uncovered a disappointing number of Daubenton’s bats foraging along the Annan Road side of the Loch. Perhaps they fed somewhere else that night but it seemed we watched the same one flying round in circles – however this is the point of a survey and hopefully next year the number of Daubenton’s will increase. Freda also mentioned that when she came down a few nights before the survey on a recon, no Daubenton’s were seen at all so 1 is a 100% increase!  

We did see a lot of Soprano Pip’s and there could have been the Bandit Pip out and about as well, but there is the chance the older detectors on which they were heard needed re-calibrated. 

We also kept our eyes and ears open for Noctules but there were no sightings.

23 people turned up for it the event which is a bit of a record for the newly formed Castle Loch Volunteer Group. With some of the wood bought by Sulwath we are hoping to start making some bat boxes for the woodland surrounding the Castle Loch with local schools and could maybe do some research into whether Daubenton’s have a favoured design to try and boost the numbers a bit.

The new design Tom and I discussed could hopefully suit all spp that use bat boxes, not just Daubenton’s.

Ross Gemmell

