RANGER’S REPORT

CASTLE AND HIGHTAE LOCHS LNR
covering the period 
6 November 2009 to 12 February 2010

Bird hide boardwalk, bridges, vegetation and general maintenance
A spate of vandalism in the castle car park and bowling green car park has led to a meeting with the police and all activities being recorded and passed to them. The Police are keen for the Bailiffs to speak to fishermen and the Ranger to speak with walkers / wildlife enthusiasts to keep their eyes open and record suspicious activities and evidence of anti social behaviour.
With help from the footpath maintenance Ranger a small area beside the Castle Car park has been cutback to make it look more formalised, and also to open up problem areas, making it easier for the Police to check.
Each interpretation panel was cleaned following the flooding and the wooden frame will be coated with a wood preserver in the spring / summer.

The boardwalk has been measured due to the slippery surface. The boardwalk will be re-coated with a non-slip surface in the Early Summer.
Castle Loch Footpath
The ranger has picked litter on several occasions. Much of it has blown off the road or washed in with the flooding. Regularly, one black bag of litter is removed on each litter pick once a month.

Fishing piers

Work started on the Castle Loch fishing piers and was finished within a week. All wood from the old jetties will be recycled by the Bailiff and Ranger for any future projects within Dumfries and Galloway. 

Wildfowling

The shooting season closed on the 31st Jan for Geese and Duck on inland waters. A request of the wildfowlers bag returns was made and was swiftly replied to. A Nil Return was reported as no visits were made to the loch
Wildlife Report / Bird Counts
The 2010 Ranger Service Wildlife Report is now available. A hard copy can be found in Lochmaben Library but can also be downloaded from www.dumgal.gov.uk/rangers. 
Hard copies have been distributed to all Annandale and Eskdale libraries and secondary school libraries in an attempt to promote the Castle Loch & Hightae Loch as an area to visit.
Guided Walks and Events
1 guided walk took place on the 13th Dec as part of the Icelandic Breeding Goose Census, however no geese were present. This will be changed next year to a generalised ‘Roosting Bird Survey’ walk. 15 people attended including some youngsters from the local youth club.
Site Visits

The Ranger has visited the site regularly over the last 6 months speaking to visitors, monitoring, and the general maintenance and tidying of the Castle Loch site.
A few visits have been made to Hightae Loch to monitor the felling of the Spruce. Hazel, Bird Cherry, Oak and 50% Ash has been planted with plans for the Birch to re-generate naturally.

Flood Damage, Castle Loch 
Bird hide boardwalk, bridges, vegetation and general maintenance

The bird hide was affected by the flooding and was closed for the majority of November 2009. No real damage was caused by the water, however the levels were above the height of the window tables and the bird hide was cleaned out after water subsided.
The old section of boardwalk remained in place during the floods, however the new Sulwath section floated causing damage to the older section. This section will be taken apart and re-designed by the Ranger Service in the Spring to stop this happening again. The new section has now been detached from the old section. If flooding occurs it may float out of position but it needs re-built anyway. The Ranger closed the boardwalk for a week after the flooding sub-sided while repairs took place. The repairs are temporary until the new section is re-built to higher standards.
A section of bridge floated away due to the high water levels. It wasn’t secured into the ground as it crossed a ditch 10-15ft above the normal water levels. The section was pulled back into place by the Ranger and secured with kerb stones until the water dropped. The water levels dropped and the bridge is now about 1ft out of place (but in the Rangers opinion better sited). The bridge is now secured into the ground but I doubt it will survive to see another flood on the same scale.

A section of the Valison Burn bank had been washed ontop of the path near the Valison Bridge. A trench was created using a spade and hand saw to the original path surface, and seems to be serving its purpose well. Vegetation will soon grow through.

Castle Loch Footpath

The new footpath fared well with the flooding. The ranger often litter picks this area. It was noted that after the water subsided members of the public were out litter picking. They have obviously taken the care of the path into their own hands and many offered to help the Ranger clear up.

The flooding also caused a couple of the wooden sculptures to float away. These were found and placed onto higher ground.

Trees
Many trees and standing dead wood fell across the paths around the reserve due to the flooding. These were tidied up by the Ranger. 

One large Birch fell at the Castle across the path before Christmas. This was cleared.
Roughly 150 tree tubes were washed into the reserve due to the flooding. The majority of the reserve has been cleared of tree tubes. Some will have to stay in the reeds until another flood washes them closer to the paths. 
