MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF LOCHMABEN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY 
6th December 2011 

Present
Pam Linton - Chair
Andrew McDonald -Treasurer 

Suzanne Storm -Secretary
Ian Vidler

Dug Pettigrew
Jean Kelly
Peter Diggle (Conservative Candidate)

Mrs. Abbey Morton (reporter)

Constable John Cowan
Apologies 

Chair Tony –Lyman
Edna Allbrooke
Michael Dickie - Councillor
Kay Stewart

Adele Murphy

Matters Arising

Pam Linton took the chair as Tony had sent his apologies; everyone was welcomed to the meeting.
Michael Dickie had emailed Suzanne with amendments to the minutes.  The 2nd sentence in his report to read: Bus Routes would be discussed at the meeting at Annan on 30th November. Castle Douglas is having a Community Councils & Scottish Government proposals for change, on 15th November.
Minutes were accepted by: Dug Pettigrew & 2nd by Pam Linton
Police Report

Constable John Cowan brought his Police report as follows:  A 36 year-old male was reported with 3 charges of being in possession of a controlled drug.
A vehicle was damaged at Bruce Street, enquiries are ongoing.

3 people were reported for being in possession of controlled drugs within the high street.

Detection rate stands at 73.46%

Alarmed padlocks are on sale at £12 and motion senor alarms for sheds at £10 at Lockerbie Police Station.

Big world production at Lockerbie Town Hall for 5th year with students from Lockerbie Academy.

Lochmaben primary – 7 pupils attended the Mind awareness day at Lockerbie Town Hall.

Festive drink drive campaign started at the beginning of December and will run throughout the festive period.

Please report any issues of antisocial behavior to the Police to allow them to monitor any specific areas.

Police are continuing to monitor youths causing antisocial behavior with the high street.

Any issues please either contact Constable John Cowan or Suzanne Storm (Secretary Lochmaben CC).

Co-opt Member

Pam welcomed Jean Kelly onto the Community Council and the forms will be sent to the Council by Suzanne 
Treasurers Report

The balance stands at £6,254.50
There will be several items to be paid out for the Christmas Party, which will show up on next month’s statement.

We need to renew the gaming license which is £20 for next year.

Insurance was discussed and this will be brought to the next meeting for further input.  
Councillor Michael Dickie’s Report

Michael was unable to attend but emailed Suzanne his report.
I am sorry that I am unable to be with you this evening but I enclose a report

for Tuesday’s meeting of Lochmaben Community Council.

Matters arising from last month were the flower tubs on the High Street belong to the Council.  The ones which belong to the community are at the entrances to Lochmaben some at the flats at St Margarets and at Townhead.

The recent wet weather has caused some flooding throughout the ward.

I am concerned with the level of the Castle Loch which may cause flooding on the main road and the Annan Road as well as to local residents.  I have brought this to the attention of the relevant council officers.   There is a meeting of the Planning Housing Committee next week where the issue of flood prevention is being discussed and I intend to raise the issue at that meeting.

I have also had discussions with officers about the surface water on the main road near the Sailing Club and a blocked drain in Wallace Court.

I attended a meeting in Annan last evening where the provision of bus services in Annandale & Eskdale was discussed.  Fortunately there are not many changes to the present provision.

I was pleased to receive clarification of the 117 service which will be retained where there was a rumour that is was to be axed.

The question of bus services connecting with trains was also discussed and representation.
Is to be made with the bus companies to make amendments to their timetables.

The Council have been busy with meetings about setting the budget for 2012.

While it is anticipated that savings of 8.1 million are required for 2012 

The Scottish Government will announce the settlement figure for Dumfries & Galloway on the 9th December.    Meeting of the full council will be held on  22nd December where it is hoped that agreement can be reached on the majority of savings required.

The Council will set a budget on the 9th February 2012.

Consultation on the Local Development Plan will take place next month and details of all the proposed developments and comments will be on the Council website from the 12th December. The local consultation will be held in Lockerbie Town Hall at 6.30pm on the 22nd  February 2012.

The Area Committee will hold an evening meeting in January where the theme will be Winter Maintenance and Community resilience.

Please let me know if there are any matters that you wish me to deal with.

I will see you all on Thursday evening.
Issues for Michael
Icy roads and pavements were a big problem in Annandale crescent today when the school children were trying to walk to school.

There are several block drains in the town; these have been reported several times.

Toby covers have still not been repaired.  These have been reported several times.
Mossvale car park was not gritted; this is used by the buses to turn around in.

When will the signs in the bus shelters be operational?

Barras area and Townhead are not being gritted.
Christmas Party

Everything is in place.

Next year it would help to ask anyone who cannot attend who has their name down to let the CC know as we have to pay the caterers for the total number who have said they are attending.  Suzanne to write and thank Alistair Brown for the mini bus transportation.
Christmas Lights
The Kings Arms had a collection box for Christmas Lights and this amounted to around £51.  Suzanne will bring a box that she has made to the next meeting to discuss whether this would be an idea for other retailers in the town to have & we could then decorate the town with more lights.  Suzanne had contacted the Council who said they would look at any plans put forward.

Suzanne said there were many problems over the Christmas tree, and this will be brought back to the January meeting for further discussion.

Suzanne to write to John Smith the electrician who gave so much help over the Christmas tree.

Correspondence
The correspondence was read out and anything that needs more discussion will be brought to the next meeting.
Lockerbie Academy requested a donation.  To be discussed at the January meeting.
Letter from Planning & Environment Services re A709 Traffic Issues, which have being passed to Steven Herriott, to respond.

Boundary maps of Dumfries & Lochmaben were passed around.

Both Ian & Peter Diggle requested a copy to be scanned and sent to them by email.
The Pipe Band plays at all our events and members felt we should donate £50 towards their expenses.  All agreed, Suzanne will write and send the cheque.

Adult support & Protection Unit want Suzanne to update her details as she is their point of contact.  Email from Muriel Sneddon re Interim Planning Policy Wind Energy – update.  This is likely to be considered at the Planning Housing & Environment Services Committee on 14th February 2012.  A hard copy is available for public inspection in Kirkbank House, English St. Dumfries when the committee papers have been published.
AOCB

Suzanne said that the RAF (John Gibson) could not attend the AGM as a speaker as he was retiring in January 2012.  John has passed the request onto the presentation team, but Suzanne has not heard back.
Tony Lyman attended the meeting re The Laverockhall development & the result was that the application was refused.
A refuge between the surgery and chemist was discussed & again this needs to be brought to the January meeting it was decided.

Suzanne had filled in the Resilience Winter Equipment form in October and sent it off but nothing has been received.  Suzanne has emailed them again and is waiting for a reply.
Action:

· Suzanne to write and thank Hal McGhie for the Whisky donation.

· Suzanne to write to John Smith the electrician and thank him for his help over the Christmas tree.
· Suzanne  to write to Albert Lamb and thank him for his donation of sweets and wine for the Christmas Party.
· Suzanne will thank Alistair Brown after the Party for the mini bus transport.  
· Suzanne to send off the co-opt forms to the Council
· Suzanne to write to the Pipe Band enclosing a donation of £50.

· Suzanne  to complete the Adult support form and send it back
Meeting closed at 8.40pm- Next meeting is Tuesday 10th January 2012 at 7.30 in the Town Hall.

