MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF LOCHMABEN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY 5th April 2011 

Present
Chair Lesley Ross

Pam Linton

Suzanne Storm

Tony Lyman

Edna Allbrooke

Ian Vidler

Abbey – Reporter

Inspector Graham Kerr
Graham Mundell

Apologies 

Michael Dickie

Dug Pettigrew

Kay Stewart

Adele Murphy

Andrew McDonald

Matters Arising

No matters arising.
Minutes proposed by Graham Mundell, and seconded by Tony Lyman.

Treasurers Report

The accounts will be sent in now to be audited.
Police Report
Crime has fallen by 13% on the three year average.  Force detection rate is very healthy at 57.1%.  Road casualties are down.  No reported crime for this area last month.  
No sign of the owl statue that was stolen from Castle Loch woods, but a new one is being made with a metal insert to deter theft.

Councillor Michael Dickie’s Report

Michael was unable to attend and sent a report to be read out.
The resurfacing of areas of the A709 will be taking place over the next few days the stretch between Balcastle and the church is one area and parts from Halleaths to the Sailing Club.  
The area committee will be holding a meeting in Annan on Wednesday evening the 13th at 7pm to discuss the consultations on a single force and a single fire authority for Scotland.  It is my view that our local police force delivers an excellent service and for the smallest force in Scotland punches well above its weight.  The crime detection figures are amongst the best in Scotland.  The force also co-operates well with neighbouring forces.  
There are 3 options in the consultation 1 a single force, 2 four groups 3 eight forces as it is now but with more co-operation with neighbouring forces.  I am not against change but it is estimated that the cost to change to a single force will be in the region of 90 million pounds.

Our Fire Service also provides an excellent and again I am not in favour of a single fire authority.  I expect that some of you will have had a look at the proposals for the development plan.  This consultation runs from 18th March until May.

Lochmaben Primary School won the team prize for the Lacrosse Team (last year) at the Annandale Awards held in Annan last week.

There are continuing problems with the sewerage in Bruce Street, and this is being dealt with now.

Councillor Ted Brown

Ted gave a brief outline to the Community Council re the planning matters, the cuts to Police and Fire Services.  The Policy and Resources Committees will now combine into one committee.  Appeals over planning are only available to the Planning Committee; material grounds for review will be decided by the board. 
Pot Holes were discussed and Councillor Brown encouraged everyone to use the Pot Hole hotline, as these calls get recorded, and callers issued with a ticket number.  Their call can then be monitored & they can be updated on any progress.  Councillor Ted Brown said he would be attending our next meeting and would answer any further questions put to him.

Loreburn Housing

The houses at Vendace Crescent were discussed, and 21 houses are being built by Loreburn housing and the rest belong to Taylor Wimpey.  The Loreburn ones will be finished by 25th October 2011.
Rebecca & Deborah answered questions on allocation and the policy is that a % is put by for homeless and a point system is in place.  It is not a right for someone living locally to get a new house. 

Questions were put over the school being over subscribed by new tenants moving into these houses, but Deborah stated that when they spoke to the school last week, they were assured that the school would be able to cope and had a spare classroom.  It was argued that how could the school state this when they had no idea of the ages of the children that could be attending the school.

Deborah reported that locals should be made aware that they had a right to apply for a new house, even if they were in a house at present.  Applications should be put in now.  A children’s play area is being built on the new estate to be shared with both Taylor Wimpey and Loreburn Housing.  This has proved successful when tried before.  Glebe Crescent was discussed and Loreburn assured the meeting that they had only received a couple of issues, which were dealt with at the time, and no problems have been reported since.
Debbie Telford DGHP Anti Social Behaviour Manager

Debbie reported that in 2009 a number of surveys were carried out.

A dedicated team at Dumfries & Galloway is now set up for Anti Social Behaviour.  This team links with the Police and Councils, who deal with owner based homes as well as DGHP tenants.  Drugs being supplied from a DGHP property could end with an eviction for the offender.  All calls coming into the ASB team are dealt with anonymously. No one is made to appear in court if they give evidence.

Flats seem to have more problems with ASB than houses. 

Naming of the new Road

A few names were discussed, but very quickly the committee voted for George Hunter Drive as the new name.  George Hunter has local connections to Lochmaben and the CC felt this was an acceptable name for the area.

Nell Sharkey – DGHP Housing sent her apologies.
Correspondence
The future of Policing and the Fire Service letter was read out.
There were maps distributed on the non adopted footpaths. Mike Fawkes had sent an email stating that the Winter Service Operations plan is a sizeable document but is on the Council’s website for anyone to look at.  The only car park maintained by the Council as Roads Authority is the one in Princes Street.  Documents were sent in showing the footpaths and carriageways that come under the Dumfries Council.

Solway Heritage sent in a letter stating that the organisation was not insolvent but had funding difficulties resulting in redundancies of four core posts.

Tom Russell’s email was about Leader funding and he invited any members of the CC to attend his meeting on 12th April.  Tony Lyman said he might be able to attend and would reply to Tom.

AOCB

Mr. Twidale had sent a vast amount of correspondence re Mill Loch, but unfortunately none of the documents actually named the owner of the land around Mill Loch.  
Tony Lyman had been to the Planning Department and found further plans for houses in Lochmaben, and due to this an extra ordinary meeting is to be set up to discuss this.  Proposed date is Monday 18th April 2011.

Action:

· Suzanne write to Scottish Electricity Board re the cleaning up of the sub stations at Barras and the School.

· Suzanne book the Town Hall for 18th April.

Meeting closed at 9.30
Next meeting is Tuesday 3rd May 2011 at 7.30 in the Town Hall.

